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and passionate sanctity that drew back from
no self-sacrifice on behalf of the Creed of Trent.
The Jesuits excelled by virtue of their military
yet flexible system, and displayed personal
enthusiasm which the " Exercises " enlight-
ened, while obedience gave it a definite scope.
They were taught to dislike Erasmus ; but In
their schools the Erasnaian ideas of education
prevailed, and a graceful literary style,
a rhetoric persuasive though tending to be
florid, announced that these Clerks Regular
were genuine heirs of the Renaissance. Like
Francis Bacon, who praised their methods of
teaching unreservedly, they took all know-
ledge for their province. Soon they could
reckon names of eminence in every depart-
ment of research and discovery. Their
divines, Laynez, Suarez, and in the next
generation the French patristic scholar,
Petavius, made a distinct advance on the
older theological methods. Their most
original writer was the Spaniard Molina, who
refuted Calvin and by anticipation Jansenius.
Rome, it has been said, was now " serious
and repentant," notwithstanding some great
tragedies of crime, By the side of the German
College similar institutions sprang up. The
Canon Law was revised, the Vulgate Bible